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Hail! Hail! Rock’n’Roll 
The Ultimate Guide to the Music, the Myths and the Madness 
By John Harris 


1st October 2009, hardback, £12.99 
(Embargoed until publication date) 


A fascinating, informative and very funny guide to rock and roll from one of our finest music 
Journalists and writers. 


Do you want to learn how to play guitar in two pages? Have you ever wondered what goes into 
‘Marilyn Manson’s backstage rider?* Do you know what Jimi Hendrix might do with a Dallas- 
Arbiter Fuzz Face? 


John Harris’s Hail! Hail! Rock’n’Roll is the ultimate guide to what Spinal Tap called ‘the majesty 
of rock, the mystery of roll’. Gloriously irreverent, it is also satisfyingly definitive, with a list of 
every Glastonbury line up; a dictionary of obscure genres from Alt.country to Shoegazing; a 
brutally honest guide to the Beatles’ solo albums; the surprising wit and wisdom of Shaun 
Ryder and Noel Gallagher; Bob Dylan’s collected thoughts on Christianity and Keith Richards’ 
less-collected thoughts on drugs; and a handy flow chart that shows you how to listen to all of 
Captain Beefheart’s albums without going insane. 


From essential stage equipment to strange collaborations (Lou Reed and Kiss, anyone?) to the 
long, tragic journey of the rock moustache, Hail! Hail! Rock’n’Roll is an endlessly fascinating 
miscellany from one of the best music writers around. 


*(Clue: it’s slightly less disturbing than Celine Dion’s.) 


John Harris was a writer at the NME until 1995, and went on to be the editor of Select 
magazine. He now works across a range of subjects for The Guardian, as well as writing for 
Mojo, and is a Contributing Editor at Q magazine, with his own monthly column. He is also a 
regular panellist on BBC2's Newsnight Review. 


| His Britpop history book, The Last Party was described as ‘Indispensable’ 
(Q); ‘Smart and funny... clever and compelling’ (The Guardian); ‘The 
mam) loveliest - and certainly the most human - book about pop music I've 
me ever read’ (The Daily Telegraph); 'That rare thing: a book principally 
== about rock musicians that is a compulsive page-turner’ (Sunday Times) 
and ‘One of the finest music books of recent times! (FHM) 


To interview John Harris or have him write a piece, 
please contact Tamsin Kitson 020 7911 8068 / tamsin.kitson@littlebrown.co.uk 
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